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DECLARATION  OF  PRINCIPLES 

OP  THE 

k 

i 

■ INDEPENDENT  PARTY 

» ■ ' 

t 

To  The  People  of  the  United  States. 


Issued  by  order  of  National  Convention^  assembled 
at  Cleveland^  Ohio^  March  iitk  and  I2th,  i875» 
by  Executive  Committee^  Indianapolis^  Ind» 

» 

Printed  by  John  J.  Peed,  43  Centre  St,  New  York. 


'd 


Our  Government  is  founded  solely  upon  the  consent  o.  ihe  people, 
and  its  powers  are  subject  to  their  control.  The  evils  we  now  live 
under  have  resulted  from  the  acts  of  unfaithful  representatives,  who 
have  set  the  interest  of  party  above  that  of  the  people.  These  evils 
are  chiefly  displayed  in  our  monetary  system  and  the  monopolies 
which  it  has'engendered*;  this  system  being  monarchical  in 'its  prin- 
ciples and  subversive  of  Republican  Government..  And  as  experience 
demonstrates  that  we  can  have  no  hope  of  reform  from  existing 
political  parties,  it  becomes  our  imperative  duty  to  organize  a new 
party,  to  the  end  that  we  may  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  money 
power  upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  stay  the  tide  of  corruption  and 
extravagance  which  overflows  the  land,  and  place  the  control  of  the 
resources  and  finances  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
We  therefore  establish  the  Independent  party,  and  declare  its  princi- 
ples to  be  as  follows:  ' " ' ■ 

I.  It  is  the. duty  of  the  Government  to  establish  a monetary  system 
based  upon  the  faith  and  resources  of  the  nation,  in  harmony  with  the 
genius  of  this  Government,  and  adapted  to  the  demands  of  legitimate 
business.  To  this  end  the  circulating  notes  of  all  National  and  State 
banks,  as  well  as  all  local  currency,  should  be  withdrawn  from  circu- 
lation, and  a paper  money  issued  by  the  Government; directly  to  the 
people  without  the  intervention  of  any  system  of  banking  corporations, 
which  money  shall  be  a legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts,  public 
and  private,  duties  on  imports  included,  (except  that  portion  of  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the  present  publicjdebt  that  is,  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  law  creatmg  it,  made  payable  in  metallic  money,  shall  be 
SO  paid).  Thi.s  money  to  be  interchangeable,  at  the  option  of  tlie 
holders,  with  regi.stercd  Government  bonds,  bearing  a rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  3.65  per  cent,  per  annum. 
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Declaration  of  Principles, 


2.  This  system  of  finance  will,  by  stimulating  our  industries  and 
commerce,  soon  make  the  United  States  the  depository  of  the  precious 
metals  of  the  world. 

3.  The  adoption  of  this  system,  by  furnishing  sufficient  money  at 
low  interest,  will  solve  the  question  of  cheap  transportation,  because  it 
will  enable  the  railroads  and  carrying  bades  to  relieve  themselves  of 
their  loads  of  debt,  lower  their  rates,  and  enable  the  people  to  con- 
struct additional  lines  whenever  internal  commerce  may  require. 

4.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Government,  in  all  its  legislation,  to  keep  in 
view  the  full  development  of  the  agricultural  and  mineral  resources  of 
our  country  and  its  manufacturing  interests. 

5.  That  the  great  interests  of  productive  industry  claim  their  just 
recognition  at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  through  the  mone- 
tary system  here  proposed,  all  these  interests  can  be  fully  secured. 

6.  That  as  the  public  domain  is  the  rightful  heritage  of  the  people, 


it  should  not  be  distributed  to  speculators  or  corporations,  but  reserved 
for  actual  settlers. 

7.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  equalize  the  bounties  of 
soldiers,  and  to  bring  to  a speedy  settlement  all  other  Just  claims 
arising  out  of  the  late  war. 

8.  All  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  recognized  by  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  based  on  the  fact  of  citizenship,  equal  rights  before 
the  law  being  secured  by  the  Constitution. 

9.  That  we  demand  and  insist  upon  severe  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  all  branches  of  the  public  service. 

10.  The  rivers  and  harbors  being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Government,  should  be  by  it  improved  when  necessary  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  people. 

11.  Through  the  monetary  system  herein  proposed,  there  will  be 
established  between  the  citizens  of  this  country,  East,  West,  North  and 
South,  a firm  and  lasting  bond  of  union,  by  giving  a common  interest 
fn  a common  Government,  and  bringing  peace  and  prosperity  to  each 
and  all  of  its  inhabitants. 

12.  As  all  special  privileges,  immunities  and  powers  conferred  on 
corporations  of  any  kind  or  nature  are  granted  at  the  expense  of  the 
people,  these  privileges  and  powers  must  be  held  subordinate  to  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  subject  to  the  superv’ision  and  control  of  the 
power  creating  them. 


- A. 


PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION. 


The  permanent  organization  of  the  Independent' Party  shall  be 
as  follows : '• 


U 


First — Greenback  Clubs.  ^ ■’ 

Second— Congressional  District  Committees.' 

-i  fi.-.  •*  . .»!«  . f 

Third — State  Executive  Committees. 

, ...i,  ■ . ’1.  - ■ ' 

Fourth— A.  National  Executive  Committee.  , 


i: 


1: 
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The  Executive  power  of  the  Club  is  fixed  by  the  Constitution. 

Tho  same  rule' shall  apply'to  the  District  Comm’ittee.  ‘ 

j’  ' J - / 

When  the  State  Executive  Committee  exceeds  the  number  of 

* 

fifteen,  a council  of  five  shall  be  chosen  from  the  members,  who 
with  the  President  and  Secretary,  shall  constitute  the  Executive 
power  of  the  Committee. 

■The  Executive  of  the  National  Committee  shall  consist ‘of  a 
Council  of  thirteen,  'cliosen  from''  their  “'number,  seven'  of  whom 
shall  constitue  a quorum. 

’The  composition  of  the  variOua  bodies  shall  be  as 'follows; — 
All  persons  who  are  willing*  to  subscribe  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Greenback  Clubs,  and  labor  in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  the 
Independent  Pa?^ty,  may  become  members  of  the  Clubs.  ‘ 

’The  District  Committees  shall  consist  of  one  representative  from 
each  Club  in  the  District. 


The  state  Executive  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  one 
representative  from  each  District  Committee  in  the  State. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  one  repre- 


Plan  of  Organization, 

Bentative  from  each  State,  and  States  of  over  a million  population 
may  send  a representative  for  each  million  of  people  and  fraction 
when  over  half  a million.  . 

For  the  purposes  of  organization,  the  first  Committees  may  all 
or  any  of  them  be  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  and  such  shall  be  in  all  respects  the  same 
as  if  elected  in  regular  form. 

Members  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  shall  hold  office 
four  years,  and  one-fourth  shallibe  elected  each  year,  by  the  State 
Committees  in  the  order  of  their  organization.  That  is,  the  ten 

.a.  ‘ - 

States  whose  Committees  were  first  instituted  shall  elect  their 
National  representatives  In  1876.  The  ten  next  in  order  in  1877, 
and  so  on.  , , 

K'V.  t y 1 h! 

The  elected  members  shall  assume*  their  duties  with  the.pro- 
Tisional  Committees  as  elected. 

The  members  of  the  States  Committees  shall  hold  office  two 
years,  and  one-fourth  shall  be  elected  each  six  months  in  same 
order  as  National  Committee. 

The.members  of  District  Committees  shall  hold  office  one  year, 
and  one-fourth  shall,, be  elected  quarterly,  same  order  as  in 
National  Committee.  •.  , 

Any  officer  of  a Club  or  of  any  Committee  may  be  removed  by 
the  power  electing,  for  failure  to  discharge  his  duties,  or  other 
inefficiency.  - • • . 

The  Secretary  of  each  Committee  shall  notify  the  Chairman 
of  the  subordinate  organizations  when  elections  are  to  be  held  for 
members  of  his  Committee. 

The  executive  power  of  each  Committee  shall  originate  measures 
in  their  own  field,  and  submit  them  through  the  proper  channel 
to  the  Clubs,  where  action  shall  be  taken  upon  them,  and  the 
desire  of  the  Clubs  shall  be  returned  to  the  source  of  the  measure. 


\m. 

s . 
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Plan  of  Organization, 


where  such  direction  shall  be  given  as  will  lead  to  the  effectuation 
of  the  preference  of  a majority  of  the  Clubs. 

Clubs  will  be  at  liberty  to  suggest  to  Committees  the  presen- 
tation of  topics.  The  intention  is  to  make  the  action  of  all  as  free 
as  the  necessities  of  order  will  permit. 

It  is  recommended  that  at  each  meeting  one  of  the  small  docu- 
ments issued  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  be  read  and 
discussed,  and  that  the  chief  end  of  the  organization  be  kept 

steadily  in  view. 

It  is  suggested,  that  as  our  government  is  of  1 the  people,  and 
therefore  cannot  much  surpass  the  wisdom  of  the  people,  that  no 
subject  connected  with  it  should  be  so  intricate  as  to  exceed  the 
understanding  of  the  bulk  of  society.  When  such  subjects  are 
encountered,  they  should  be  scanned  closely,  for  generally  evil  is 

hidden  in  hidden  things. 

All  acts  of  a Republican  government  should  be  freely  discussed 
by  the  people. 


CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

GREENBACK  CLUBS, 

IN  THE 

INDEPENDENT  PARTY. 


■ It  is  evident  that  the  opinions  of  the  people  can  only  be 
effectively  expressed -through  organizations  with  definite  end  and 
means.  ■ .j  T;  ••  j,.  ^ ^ 

The  question  of  what  financial  system  shall  be  adopted  by  our 
people,  through  their  government,  being  considered  the  most  vital 
to  our  future  prosperity,  is  fitly  assumed  as  the  basis  of  union, 
until  its  accomplishment  shall  place  some  other  topic  at  the  head 
of  those  things  most  devoutly  to  be  wished. 

Therefore  we  combine  and  organize  ourselves  into  a Political 
Party,  adopting  the  name  of  Independent,  and  the  distinctive  title 
of  Greenback  Clubs.  The  object  of  our  banding  together  is,  by 
both  combined  and  individual  action,  to  secure  such  monetary  re- 
form as  shall  free  us  from  financial  evils,  which  have  been  the 
greatest  bar  to  our  continued  prosperity.  We  hereby  bind  our- 
selves to  each  other,  and  to  the  Declaration  of  Principles  herewith, 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work  of  organization  and 
education,  promising  to  use  our  best  endeavors  to  secure  the 
success  of  the  Independent  Party  in  the  control  of  the  affairs  of 
the  nation. 

ARTICLE  I. 


This  organization  shall  be  known 
of  the  State  of 


as  Greenback  Club  No. 
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Constitution  of  the  Greenback  Clubs, 

ARTICLE  IL 

All  persons  who  are  willing  to  subscribe  to  this  Constitution, 
and  labor  in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  the  Independent  Party,  may 
become  members  of  this  Club. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  of  this  Club  shall  consist  of  a President,  Vice- 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  a Standing  Committee  of 
not  less  than  three,  (w'ho,  with  the  President  and  Secretary,  shall 
constitute  the  Executive  power  of  the  Club, ) and  a Representative 
to  the  District  Committee.  All  officers  shall  be  elected  quarterly, 
but  shall  hold  office  till  their  successors  are  duly  installed.  All 
Past  Officers  shall  constitute  an  Advisory  Board. 

ARTICLE  IV.- 

Nominations  for  Officers  may  be  made  on  the  evening  of  the 
election.  Such  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  or  by  voice,  as  may  be 
decided  by  a majority  of  the  members  present,  and  a majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast  shall  be  required  to  elect.  In  case  there  be  more 
than  two  candidates  for  the  same  office,  and  there  is  no  choice 
made,  the  candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number  of  votes  after  the 
second  and  each  subsequent  ballot,  shall  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
balloting  continued  until  an  election  be  made.  There  shall  be  a 
judge  and  two  tellers  appointed  by  the  chair  to  conduct  the  elec- 
tions. It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  teller  to  receive  and  deposit 
the  ballot  and  record  the  names  of  the  votei-s. 

ARTICLE  V. 

No  charge  shall  be  made  for  admission,  but  certificates  of  mem- 
bership may  be  purchased  of  the  Secretary  at  twenty-five  cents 
each,  for  ordinary  members,  and  fifty  cents  each  for  certificates  of 
election  to  an  office,  which  certificates  shall  entitle  the  holder  to 
take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  any  Club  where  he  may  be 
visiting,  and  one-half  the  funds  received  for  certificates  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  State  Committee,  who  shall  forward 
the  half  of  his  receipts  from  this  source  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
National  Committee. 
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Constitution  of  the  Greenback  Clubs* 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

DUTIES  OP  OFFICEES. 

Sec.  1.  Tlie  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Club, 
preserve  order  and  enforce  the  rules,  and  fill  all  vacancies  that 
may  occur  during  the  session. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-President  shall,  in  the  absence  or  disability 
of  the  President,  perform  the  duties  of  the  President, 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a correct  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Club,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  required. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys,  pay  all  bills 
and  orders  uhich  may  be  drawn  by  the  President,  and  properly 
attested  by  the  Secretary  ; keep  correct  accounts,  and  shall  make 
a report  ot  the  condition  of  the  finances,  and  his  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, at  each  meeting  of  the  Club.  ^ 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  in- 

9 

vestigate  and  report  on  all  subjects  that  niay  be  referred  to  it  by 
the  Club,  and  attend  to  "such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of 
them. 

Sec.  G.  The  Kepresentative  District  Committee  man  shall  at- 
tend all  meetings  of  the  District  Committee  and  report  his  action 

at  such  meeting  at  the  first  session  of  the  Club  after  every  meet- 

• ^ 

ing  of  District  Committee,  as  w'ell  as  all  measures  adopted  at  said 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

f » 

committees..  , 

Sec.  1.  The  President  shall  appoint  all  Special  Committees, 
and  fill  all  vacancies,  when  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

Sec.  2.  All  Special  Committees  shall  report  in  w'riting,  at.  the 
next  regular  meeting,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Sec.  3.  No  member  shall  be  appointed  on  a Special  Committee 
unless  present  at  the  time  of  appointment,  nor  shall  be  compelled 
to  serve  two  successive  terms  on  any  one  Committee. 
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RULES  OF  ORDER. 


Rule  1.  — When  a member  speaks,  ne  shall  rise  and  address  the 
presiding  oflBcer,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  merits  of  the 
question  under  consideration  ; he  shall  not  be  interrupted  while 
speaking,  unless  by  the  presiding  officer,  who  may  call  him  to  or- 
der, or  admonish  him  to  a closer  adherence  to  the  subject ; nor 
shall  he  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  subject, 
except  to  explain,  without  permission  from  the  Club.  When  two 
or  more  members  rise  at  once,  the  presiding  officer  shall  decide 
who  is  to  speak  first.  * 

Rule  2. — All  resolutions  and  amendments  shall  be  presented  in 
writing. 

Rule  3. — When  the  decision  of  the  President  on  any  question  is 
appealed  from,  the  party  appealing  shall  then  briefly  state  the 
reason  for  the  appeal ; the  President  shall  then  give  his  reasons 
for  the  decision,  after  which,  without  further  debate,  the  question 
shall  be  put  thus  : ‘ ‘ Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Club?” 

Rule  4. — No  motion  shall  be  received  or  laid  before  the  Club 
unless  it  be  regularly  moved  and  seconded,  nor  open  for  discus- 
sion until  stated  by  the  President ; and  when  a question  is  before 
the  Club,  no  motion  shall  be  in  order,  except 

1.  — To  lay  on  the  table. 

2.  — The  previous  question. 

3.  — To  postpone. 

4.  — To  refer. 

5.  — To  commit. 

6.  — To  amend. 

Which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  here  arranged. 
The  flrst  two  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Rule  5. — No  business  shall  be  taken  up  except  in  the  order  pre- 
scribed, unless,  upon  motion,  such  irregularity  shall  be  sanctioned 
by  a majority  vote  of  the  members  present. 
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ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

1st.  After  call  to  order,  reading  of  Minutes  of  previous 
meeting. 

2d.  Keports  of  Committees. 

3d.  Business  handed  down  from  superior  organizations. 

4th.  Unfinished  business. 

5th.  Beading  and  Discussion. 

Elections  of  officers  shall  take  place  between  2d  and  3d  of 
thi^  order. 


